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made them one nation, it has meant that they have a common cultural
background, and can readily and rapidly be swayed by the same cultural
stimuli, without all the tedious delay due to translation from a foreign
language.
To many laymen, nation, race, and language are more or less
synonymous. This is a grave error, if only because it has been exploited
by the Nazi propagandists in their confused and unscientific attempts
to rationalize German world domination. It is hoped that the chapter
on race will have made it clear to the reader that there is no necessary
connection between race and nation, or between race and language.
The former is a biological concept, the two latter are strictly cultural
in their origin. One of the most striking examples of this error is a
map of Europe, widely distributed in 1918 by a well-known society in
Washington. It is entitled "A Race Map of Europe/' and gives nearly
a score of so-called "racial groups" in Europe. A very short examination
of this map shows that the classes marked on the map are purely
linguistic, and have no relation to the races, Nordic, Alpine, and
Mediterranean, etc., which were discussed earlier.
The title of this chapter indicates that the term "Aryan" is of great
importance in our study. How does this come to be the case? The
various distinctions involved in the present discussion can be illustrated
if we define the four terms "Aryan/* "German," "Nordic," and "Jew."
Many folk would say that a "German" must be Aryan and Nordic, while
a "Jew" cannot belong to any of the other three categories. These
statements arc by no means correct.
"Aryan" must be used only as a linguistic term. It connotes a group
of allied languages, which are spoken by folk dwelling in the western
portion of the continent of Eur-Asia, in a belt from Ireland to Calcutta
(Fig. 35). Some philologists confine Aryan to the speech of the eastern
portion of this language belt; others (including the writer) use it as
synonymous with Indo-European or Indo-Germanic. These latter
terms, indeed, suggest the wide extent of this group of cognate languages.
I believe the word "Aryan" was coined by the German Max Muller.
He placed on record his disgust at the use of the phrase "Aryan Race"
as follows: "To me, an ethnologist who speaks of an 'Aryan Race/
'Aryan blood/ is as great a sinner as a linguist who speaks of a
'dolichocephalic dictionary' or a *brachycephalic grammar'."
What does the word "German" connote? To the writer it means
a national who lives in the German Reich in accord with the laws